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Florida’s 2nd Annual Perinatal Mental Health Conference: 
A Call to Action for Florida 
April 8, 2017   Orlando, FL 

Wyndham Grand Resort Bonnet Creek 
 
 

8:00-9:00 Breakfast and Registration 
 
9:00-9:30 Welcome, Overview of the Florida Maternal Mental Health Collaborative (FLMMHC)   
              and Goals for the Conference  
  FMMHC Co-Chairs (Lauren DePaola, Dr. Heather Flynn, Dr. Kai LeMasson) 
 
9:30-10:15 Keynote Presentation:  Novel Approaches to Reducing the Use, Misuse and Abuse of 

Prescription Opioid Medications During Pregnancy   
Dr. Constance Guille, Associate Professor in the Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral 
Science at the Medical University of South Carolina (MUSC) and Director of the Women's 
Reproductive Behavioral Health Program at MUSC 

 
10:15-10:30 Break, Exhibits, Vendors 
 
10:30-11:15 Keynote Presentation:  The National Maternal Mental Health Landscape 
  Joy Burkhard, MBA, 2020 Mom Founder and Executive Director    
 
Panel:  Maternal Mental Health (MMH) Successes and Promising Initiatives from across the state 
 
11:15-11:35   Evidence-based Strategies for Addressing Perinatal Depression through Home Visiting &  

Healthy Start 
Carol Brady Project Director Florida Maternal, Infant and Early Childhood Home Visiting 
Initiative, Florida Association of Healthy Start Coalitions, Inc. 

 
11:35-11:55   Implementation and growth of Peer-Support Models  

Sarah Workman Checcone, J.D., Executive Director & Founder of Postpartum Society of 
Florida 
 

11:55-12:45   Lunch and Networking 
 
Panel:  MMH Successes and Promising Initiatives from across the State (continued) 
 
12:45-1:05      Development of County-Based MMH Coalition (Leon County) 

Heather Flynn, PhD, Associate Professor and Vice Chair, Department of Behavioral 
Sciences and Social Medicine, Florida State University 
 

1:05-1:25        Alachua County Maternal Mental Health Needs Assessment: Challenges and Opportunities  
for Action   
Lauren DePaola, MSW, LCSW Postpartum Wellness & Family Counseling, LLC 

 
1:25-1:45        Statewide Obstetrics-Gynecology Priorities and Programs  

Dr. Cole Greves, American Congress of Obstetricians and Gynecologists District XII 
Secretary 
 

 



 
Agenda 
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1:45-2:00 Break, Exhibits, Vendors 
 
2:05-2:25        Achieving Statewide Urgency for MMH from Mother’s Perspective 

Maureen Fura/Dr. Shelly Orlowsky  
 
2:25-2:45        Postpartum Support International – Building Bridges: Increasing Capacity and Awareness 

Dr. Wendy Davis, PhD, PSI Executive Director 
 
2:45-3:05 Florida Medicaid Policies Relating to Perinatal Behavioral Health 

Erica Floyd Thomas, Medicaid Policy Administrator, Agency for Health Care 
Administration 

   
3:05-4:00 Participant discussion:  Mobilizing Florida:  A Call to Action  
 
4:00-4:30  Wrap up, Feedback and Next Steps 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More information: 
Please contact 

Alachua County Perinatal Mental Health Coalition 
(352) 278-2538 or ACPMHC@gmail.com 


